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MR. CHIEF JUSTICE AND FELLOW CITIZENS: 


T TAKING THE oath of office as Governor of New Mexico, I want to thank the 

people of the-state for the high honor that has been bestowed upon me. 1 
realize the greatness of this trust and the sacred nature of the responsibility that 
now rests upon my shoulders. 

Most of you are familiar with my convictions regarding the conduct of gov- 
emment. I am glad that you have given me an opportunity to put these con- 
victions into practical operation. In assuming office, I am mindful of the fact 
that I have made the people of New Mexico a few definite promises regarding 
the operation of their government. Those promises were not made lightly. I 
shall permit nothing to stand in the way of their fulfillment. It may not always 
be easy or pleasant to bring about necessary reforms, but I can assure you that 
in my official actions there will be no compromise with principle. 

In the conduct of the affairs of the state government, the people will be 
taken fully into my confidence. Their advice and assistance will be sought and 
it will be my purpose to bring the operation of the government as close to 
them as possible. 

In all matters affecting the public welfare it will be my policy to seek advice 
not only from experts in the field of government, but from the layman as well. 
This government belongs to all of us, and every man who wants to speak should 
be heard. 

* We are meeting today in the shadow of great events The war which now 

encircles the world is shaping the. destiny of-each of us as individuals. Not only 
our nght to personal freedom and liberty, not only our right to select our own 
fornr of government and to set up our own institutions, but the right to think as 
we please and to worship God in a manner of our own choosing depends upon 
victory. А 


For that reason all activities of the state will be coordinated with our _ 


national war effort. All development will be predicated upon its contribution to 
the successful prosecution of the war. » 

There is no state so well equipped by its cultural background, by history 
and by individual desire as New Mexico to take the lead in creating better. un- 
derstanding between America and our sister republics to the south These coun- 
tnes are our friends, and no effort should be spared to preserve and promote 
that feeling of mutual trust and friendship 

During the years that Germany and Japan built for war, we built for peace 
Our theory of government was based оп the principle that in a democracy such 
as ours, the government exists to serve the people. Such a theory is diametrically 
opposed to the principle of government in dictator nations where the people exist 
to serve the state. We even boasted of the fact that whereas unemployment in 


. dictator nations was solved by building weapons of war, our own unemployment 


was relieved by building schools, hospitals, and public works Since we did not 
want war it was difficult to believe that those weapons being constructed in 
far-off factories would one day be turned against us. This feeling is not hard 
to understand because we are a peace loving people and we live in a land of 
constitutional government, where every man and every woman is equal under the 


law and in the sight of God. People of all races, all colors, and all creeds have 
learned to live together in mutual understanding and respect, all loyal to the flag 
that protects the dignity and the rights of the individual. 

We are a tolerant and a contented people. We have faith in our goverii- 
ment and in our democratic institutions because they were created by the peo- 
ple, and the people have it in their power to correct abuses which arise, and to 
change their leaders by the exercise of their franchise. 

In our democracy we share equally among us the privileges of our govern- 
ment and we share the burdens. Our love of peace has been mistaken by our 
enemies for weakness, and they have boasted that we could not successfully de- 
fend ourselves. In reaching this, to them fatal conclusion, they forgot the pio- 
. neer blood from which we sprang, and they forgot that a free people, who have 
for decades enjoyed the priceless heritage of liberty, will never submit to 
slavery. 

We were slow to wake to our danger, but now that we are aroused, this 
fight will not end until our enemies have been crushed. We should remember 
always that the greater effort we make now, the sooner the war will be won and 
tbe fewer casualties we will suffer. That fact alone should be sufficient incentive 
for a maximum effort. 

New Mexico which nurtured the Conquistadores and fathered the Rough 
Riders . .. New Mexico, whose sons added a new chapter in the history of 
courage by their gallant fight on Bataan and Corregidor . . . will contribute her 
share, and more than her share, to the cause of victory. 

This generation has a hentage of that same element of courage that made 
our forefathers great . . . the will to live at peace if possible . . the courage 
to fight and to. die for a just cause if need be. 

It is a knowledge of what our fighting men are doing and giving for all of 
us that impresses upon me today more forcibly the responsibility which I assume 
as your Governor. I feel I would be derelict in my duty if I did not take this 
occasion at the very outset of my administration to seek to make every citizen 
of this state understand that he or she must share with me that responsibility. 
It is a common duty. Not one imposed upon a Governor or a Senator or any 
other official but upon every citizen to see to it that these men of ours shall not 
have fought. and died in vain. 

We, here at home, possessing a wealth of resources almost beyond compare, 
surrounded by the handiwork of the Creator that few others anywhere enjoy, and 
endowed with a birthnght of fortitude by our pioneer forbears, must assume full 
responsibility. We have just as great an obligation, as important a duty to per- 
form, in this war, as have our men in the} armed forces. Theirs is the more ap- 
` parent, perhaps, because they are thrust into the stress of conflict. Theirs is to 
do or die, if they must. Ours is to do and live, so that those who return may 
enjoy to the full the freedoms for which they have been fighting; and so those 
who do not return shall not have died in vain 

But all of the danger confronting us, my fellow citizens, during these days 
of war, does not come from without. It is a strong nation and an intelligent, de- 
termined citizenship which can go through a world conflict and retain its full 
governmental freedom and integrity. War and democracy are diametrically op- 
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posed. Our democracy was won through war. It can be weakened or lost through 
war. Even though we win the war it is possible that our democratic structure 
may be so weakened that many of our freedoms, guaranteed to us by the con- 
stitution, might be lost 

Today, you hear discussion of many battlefronts It has been my observation 
that little has been said for the home front We on the home front have a sol- 
emn obligation to preserve the freedoms and privileges that our boys are fighting 
and dying for on foreign fronts If we-here should permit an enroachment upon 
these nghts while millions of our young men are in foreign lands fighting for 
those very principles, we shall have failed them. 

I consider it one of my principle obligations to those men and to the citizens 
of New Mexico to prevent, insofar as it is within my power, abuse or usurpation 
by any source within our own nation of the nghts of our state or its citizens. It 
is imperative, if the states are to survive as effective agencies of popular gov- 
ernment, that they lead the way now to the restoration of local authority in the 
post-war world. А 

The people of New Mexico are entitled to admunistration of their state's 
affairs on a basis of the highest standard of economy, efficiency and common 
sense. It is my purpose to see that they have such an administration. The tax- 
payer's dollar should buy just as much as any other dollar 1 shall insist that it 
does in New Mexico Every citizen of this state is entitled to prompt and 
efficient service from his public servants, including the Governor That service 
will be rendered so long as Ї am the Governor. 

Public money shall be expended for public benefit, and for public benefit 
only This state government is the biggest business in the state. It is your 
business You have chosen me to administer it for you. I shall select for your 
service qualified men and women. From them I shall demand every attribute 
that goes to make a goad public employee If they fall short of that measure, 
they will not remain in your employ In brief, I intend to apply good business 
principles to government _ 

You are being called upon by-your Federal Government to carry the heaviest 
tax burden in the history of our nation Undoubtedly, you will be called upon 
to do that for some years to come. It behooves your Governor, therefore, to 
lighten your state tax burden to the minimum requirement for essential gov- 
emmental functions. It is my measuered judgment that it is not good sense to 
seek to prevent inflation through private spending and invite it through un- 
essential public spending 

We are going to need all available funds to finance the war. Modern, 
mechanized war requires all the resources of our entire nation. The financial 
cost of this war staggers the imagination Tens of billions of dollars will be spent 
before the guns of our enemies are silenced The cost of this war will place a 
great financial burden, not only upon this generation, but upon generations to 
come It 1s to our own economic advantage to pay the cost of war as rapidly as 
possible That will require sacrifices of all of us . . but sacrifices that we are 
glad to make. It is obviously impossible for the present generation to pay all 
the cost of this war. Part of the debt must be passed on to our children I do 
not believe, however, that we should be too concerned about letting future 


generations share a part of this burden. This is their war, as well as ours. If 
those unborn generations could speak, I am sure that they would prefer that 
we leave as their heritage a strong, free, and victorious America, rather than a 
debt-free nation subjected to the will of a foreign power. 

America is willing to pay any cost to win this war, because victory at any 
monetary price is far better than the horrors of defeat. 

Money, if used properly, is one of the greatest weapons of warfare. We are 
all in this fight together. The ‘penalties of defeat will fall equally upon each of 
us. The blessings of victory will be shared alike. Waste and extravagance must 
be eliminated from government. The days when governmental whims could be 
gratified and when frills could be added to necessity are gone for the duration, 
and, I hope, gone forever. 

Complete efficiency can and will be brought into government. The people 
will not be asked to make sacrifices that the state government is not willing to 
make. Decreasing revenues must be met by decreasing expenses. 

Essential functions of government, however, will be maintained. It would be 
false as well as dangerous economy to permit large investments of the state 
to deteriorate beyond repair. The state’s investments in schools, in highways, in 
public health and in other necessary branches of government will be pro- 
tected. 

New Mexico is still largely undeveloped, although great progress has been 
made during the last quarter of a century, In the years to come, 1 believe we 
will be able to look back upon the accomplishments of the last twenty-five years 
as only a prelude to what was to follow, We have within our borders vast nat- 
ural resources as yet untouched. I have already discussed their development in 
the interest of the war program, with high federal officials. That development 
must be protected against the economic impact of whatever degree of re- 
trenchment will follow the war. We must seek to lessen the impact and pre- 
serve our stability. 

After the war has been won, many adjustments in our economic fife will have 
to be made. The transition from war to peace will not be easy. In order to ease 
the difficulties of this period, plans for a works program should be made now. 
When peace comes, thousands of men in the armed forces and additional thou- 
sands working in war industnes, will return to their homes. They will all be 
looking for jobs and they will be disappointed in their search if the states, as 
states, do not begin their post-war plans now. 

The men who have served in our armed forces must not be obliged to go 
through a long period of unemployment at war's end. It is the duty of those of 
us who remain at home to provide now for this problem which will inevitably 
arise. It is our duty to visualize the needs of the state for the next twenty years 
and to lay out a works program to provide for those needs. We have spent and 
are spending freely for war; we must also spend for peace. That much we owe 
to our men who are fighting on many foreign battlefields to protect and preserve 
this democracy which gave us birth. 

By planning now, we can set up a statewide program that will be of perma- 
nent benefit to every community in New Mexico. Highways, dams, reservoirs, 
soil conservation, and other such projects measured in terms of employment will 
provide permanent benefits. e 
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That ıs the future aspect we must consider. But we have before us an ım- 
mediate employment problem. There is at hand the question of the utilization 
of the workers in our state who are not eligible for service with the fighting 
forces and must have employment here. We are not an industrial state, hence 
our problems are not parallel to those of the congested manufacturing arcis 
There is to be shortly а virtual discontinuance of federal employment of those 
who have been doing public or quasi-public work. Federal non-war agencies 
have been disbanded or are retrenching That provides in some degree a threat 
to our economy Undoubtedly more and more of these people can be absorbed 
in private employment on our farms and ranches and by our business houses, 
but we will be faced inevitably with the obligation of some sort of placement 
of that small margin made up of those facing want due to the readjustment. 
Many of these people could render a service to the war effort by doing certain 
work in their own communities—work which is now being performed in the 
already congested districts It is my purpose to work in close contact with the 
Administrator of War Man Power to bring about this desirable condition. 

It has been my experience in public office that, too often, there is not a 
sufficiently close contact between the public official and those whom he serves. 
That is wrong 

It is inefficient and leads to unnecessary misunderstandings, too often to 
failure to make the most of our opportunities and potentialities. Let us have 
the confidence in each other and the mutual understanding that only can be 
established by meeting on a common ground as citizens of New Mexico That 
is the kind of Governor I want to be, and, with your cooperation I will be 

"Neither we, nor our valiant men and women in the fighting forces, will fail 
New Mexico Let us make that our common pledge, and, with the blessings of 
the Almighty, let us keep ıt. 
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Message to the Legislature 


DELIVERED BY GOVERNOR JOHN J. DEMPSEY TO А JoINT SESSION 
OF THE House or REPRESENTATIVES AND THE SENATE 
OF THE SIXTEENTH LEGISLATURE OF THE 
STATE OF New Mexico, JANUARY 12, 1943. 


MR. PRESIDENT AND MEMBERS OF THE 
SIXTEENTH LEGISLATURE: 


В HAVB JUST witnessed the convening of the first wartime legislature, 
meeting ın regular session, in the history of our state 

We meet at a time when America and her fighting allies have taken the 
offensive on all the fighting fronts of the world. The utmost effort of every state 
is needed to speed the day of victory. Your actions in contributing to the war 
program can add a new and brilliant chapter to the history of our state. 

We are meeting here today, not as democrats, not as republicans, but as 
the elected servants of the people They have sent us here to work in the in- 
terests of the state and we should perform that work without regard to politics or 
to personal whims or desires. 

The war has created many new problems which it will be your duty to 
meet and to solve. 

Time has now become more precious; manpower is scarce, and the job that 
needs to be done here should be done speedily so you can return to your work. 
I дө not believe we have either the time or the inclination to consider legislation 
that does not bear directly upon our war program. 

The state government and the people of the state need very little new 
legislation. 

We already have far too many laws on our statute books 

What action ts finally taken on the number of bills to be submitted to this 
legisláture will be dictated largely by the temper of the individual members and 
by your own good judgment. 

For my part, I shall ask for very little legislation. The only new laws that 
we need are those that will enable New Mexico to participate fully in our war 
program and in post-war adjustments which are necessary to protect the economy 
of the state and the interests of the men now serving in our armed forces 

Within this category are those bills to bring about necessary savings, since 
waste and extravagance can only aid our enemies "This administration is economy 
minded ] have already initiated certain actions which will result in material 
savings to the people ‘of New Mexico 7 

You have the privilege, as well as the obligation, to prevent, at the source, 
the opportunity for waste and needless spending. In such a program you will 
find me not only cooperative but eager to brng about all necessary fiscal re- 
forms 

In working out our economy program, however, we must distinguish be- 
tween real economy and false economy. By being “penny wise and pound 
foolish" we might do great damage to some of the state's large investments and 
essential services 1 will give you an example. ` 

At the present time our public schools take a major share of our gov- 
ernmental expenditures. Here might be a tempting place to cut, but I believe it 
would be unwise, as well as dangerous to the future welfare of New Mexico, to 
cripple the essential functions of our educational system 

While it is true that we might not feel the results for a year or two, eventu- 
ally the harm done would be irreparable 


There are other examples that I could cite, but I am sure you understand 
what 1 mean by false economy. 

The people of New Mexico have been promised good кееш They 
have been promised an economical government. They have been promised that 
& state dollar will buy as much as a private dollar and that a man will give an 
honest day's work for a day's pay. 

Since taking office on January 1, I have been going over the payrolls of 
those departments coming under my jurisdiction. More than two hundred 
thousand dollars have already been saved without impairing the efficient opera- 
tion of the departments involved and additional thousands will be saved by 
future cuts. That is what the people expect of us during this period, and that 
is the kind of government we must give them, 

T want you to know that I, for one, shall do all within my power to carry 
out the pledges we have made and 1 am confident that you are in the same 
mood. We must take off our kid gloves and get down to the serious business 
of cutting the cloth to fit the need. When we come to consider budget requests 
we can mediate and compromise wherever possible, since that 15 the way in- 
telligent men and women should settle their differences of opinion; but we 
should leave no doubts in the minds of anyone that we can get tough if neces- 
sary to protect public funds. The war has created new problems and this war- 
tıme legislature, in meeting those problems, can and should cast old precedents 
aside and set new precedents to fit the occasion. 

The program that I will sponsor this year is very brief. It includes those 
measures which are necessary to enable the state to participate fully in the war 
program. This includes any measures which may be necessary to encourage 
development of our minerals and other natural resources which are needed in 
war production. Most of these bills will be uniform legislation requested or de- 
sired by the federal government. 

I have no pet legislation and there are only а few specific measures that 1 
will sponsor. 

The Democratic Party's platform this year contained a plank opposing any 
new taxation and any increase in present tax rates. 1 was in full accord with 
that plank when the platform was written and adopted. I still feel that every 
effort should be made for the state to live within its present revenues. 

Since the platform was written, however, the federal government has es- 
tablished gasoline rationing on a national basis This policy has seriously 
affected anticipated revenues of the state It has practically eliminated our 
tourist business, which means that the two and a half million dollars which 


tourists paid annually in sales and gasoline taxes is lost to the state for the | 


duration. This policy has also reduced travel by local cars with the resultant 
loss of additional thousands of dollars in revenue. And rationing on a national 
basis has only begun. Before this war is won, we can expect rationing of vir- 
tually all goods and commodities . . . rationing far, beyond what most people 
anticipate. This will inevitably reduce the state’s income from both the sales 
and compensating taxes. While it is important that the state hve within its in- 
come, it is equally important that we keep the credit of the state at its present 
high standing 
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In order to meet the state's financial demands and at the same time maintain 
essential branches of government at an efficient level, there are two paths open 
to us 

The first is to make all possible cuts in present expenditures; and after that 
has been done the second is to raise revenue for the duration from new sources. 

I wish the legislature would explore all possibilities of reducing the present 
cost of government. If there are any savings that can be made .. . savings 
which have not already been made .. you can do the state a service by 
making them now If there is any legislation that can be passed which will in- 
crease current revenues to meet the emergency we anticipate, I hope the 1еріѕ- 
lature! will also explore that possibility. 

. Even during this period of our strained financial condition it will be my 
purpose to continue to reduce the outstanding debt of the state I believe the 
bonded debt of the schools can be reduced in the normal manner. Outstanding 
highway debentures must be paid as they fall due in order to protect the state's 
credit. 

1 know there has been some criticism of our highway department in issuing 
debentures in the past. I am not responsible for what happened before I took 
office, but 1 would like to point out that gasoline taxes paid by tourists alone 
was sufficient in normal times to pay both the interest and principal on out- 
standing debentures. And tourists demand good roads. 

1 believe the time has come to place a ceiling on the total amount of de- 
bentures that may be issued. This ceiling should not be higher than the present 
total We must begin to reduce the amount of this debt and to plan for the time 


"when the highway department can be placed on a pay-as-you-go basis, Revenue 


of the highway department under normal conditions is sufficient to maintain 
the department. In order to protect the revenues now set aside for highway 
maintenance and construction, I recommend that this legislature submit to the 
people a constitutional amendment which would prevent diversion of these 
funds to any other purpose. 

While we are on the subject of highways and highway financing, 1 would 
like to call your attention to the matter of gasoline tax refunds These refunds 
are being made to commercial airhnes, to logging operators, to contractors on 
government projects, as well as to individuals engaged in agriculture. 

Most of the companies and individuals who are now receiving refunds 
could not carry on their business without access to roads and highways Heavy 
trucks used by sawmills do more damage to our highways in one trip than a 
passenger car would do in many. While it is true that gasoline used in these 
trucks is subject to tax, the benefit that sawmills and timber operators derive from 
the highways should make them willing to pay the tax on all gasoline they use 

All airports are reached by road and these roads are built and maintained 
by the state or by its cities. There is no reason why commercial airlines should - 
be exempt from this tax. 

I would like to see this legislature explore the suggestion which several of 
you indivídually have already made to me that all refunds be cancelled for the 
duration. If you do not feel that refunds to farmers should be eliminated, then. 
I suggest that the cost of making these refunds be charged against the refund 
itself. 


Under the present system, highway users pay the cost of refunding tax to 
companies as well as to individuals who do not participate in the cost of making 
the refund. This is an unfair and unjustifiable procedure. 

The federal government has requested that we limit the speed of all pas- 
senger cars on the highways to thirty-five miles an hour. This low speed is 
necessary to conserve rubber. The highway department has established this 
speed limit by regulation but has no authority to punish violators. I ask that 
you pass legislation giving them this authority, or fix war-time speed limits by 
statute. 

For years there has been a desire on the part of economy-minded people to 
have a central agent do all the purchasing for all state departments. This plan 
in the past was opposed by some elected officials who believed they were en- 
titled to all the prerogatives of office. Each one set up hís own method of pur- 
chasing and this system naturally resulted in waste. 

One of my first actions on taking office was to create a state purchasing 
agent, Purchases of all the departments and bureaus, for whose conduct I am 
responsible, will hereafter be made by this official. Elected officials were in- 
vited to participate so that our economy program could have a wider scope. I ám 
happy to report that all of these departments are participating. This is splendid 
cooperation and I believe I can assure you that considerable savings will be 
made. 

During the campaign I promised the people of New Mexico that I would 
take our educational institutions and our public schools out of politics. Action 
has already been taken to remove our institutions of higher learning from all 
partisan political influence, and in this respect the pledge I made has already 
been largely redeemed. Whatever future action is necessary to complete this 
pledge will be taken. 

There are a few other matters that I believe should have your special at- 
tention. Our Primary Law was requested by the people, and it should be 
strengthened so that its purpose will be more nearly fulfilled. 

I believe that the date of the primary election should be two months 
earlier than at present so that a longer period of time will elapse between the 
primary and the general elections. There should also be provision in the primary 
law granting the right of one whose name appeared on the primary ballot to 
contest the certificate of nomination issued his opponent. The penalty provisions 
should also be strengthened to discourage fraudulent voting. For a few dis- 
honest people to be able to disfranchise the majority is reprehensible and such 
a possibility should not be permitted to exist. By holding the primary election 
two months or so earlier, ample time will be available for all contests to be 
heard and reviewed by the courts. 

I shall, in general, oppose increases in salaries of government officials and 
employees during wartime, but there is one place where an exception should be 
made. Attendants at the Asylum at Las Vegas draw as little as forty dollars a 
-month. This is too little to hire competent help. Patients at the asylum require 
unusual care, and provision should be made to see that they receive it. 

Since war was declared, several of our state officials have left their offices, 
either to go into the armed forces or to accept private employment. 


It is laudable of a public official to go into the armed forces, but if too 
many follow this practice it could result ín some branches of government being 
left without an executive head. 

I suggest that the legislature pass a bill which will enable the Chief Execu- 
tive to fill temporarily the positions of those elected officials who have been 
called into the Armed Services Adequate provision should be made for their 
immediate return to office at war's end to complete such unexpired term as may 
exist. Those elected officials who leave their positions to accept private em- 
ployment should be completely severed from their offical duties and their 
places filled by Executive appointment. 

When the people elect men and women-to perform certain duties they have 
the right to expect them to remain on the job and to discharge the functions 
of their offices. 

I would like to suggest to the legislature that no bills be introduced "which 
call for construction of either highways or public buildings, unless they have 
been requested by the Federal Government. I have a letter from Donald Nelson, 
Chairman of the War Production Board, asking that new construction be elim- 
inated, insofar as possible, for the duration АП building materials are needed 
to produce weapons of war. 

In the past many bills establishing county highways have been presented 
to the legislature. It is useless to introduce such bills during this session, since 
there is no possibility of the Toads they create being constructed without formal 
approval by the War Department, and such approval will not be granted unless 
these roads are deemed essential for military purposes. 

There is one other matter that should have your most serious consideration 
This problem also grows out of rationing. I have been advised by the director 
of finance for the Department of Public Welfare that they face a shortage of. 
$360,000 for the next fiscal year. If this money is to be provided, it will be 
necessary to raise additional revenue. You are all aware that this money 1s 
necessary if we are to continue to aid the blind, the dependent children and 
the needy aged. 

Rationing has brought to hear a coupon, but a coupon cannot be eaten, nor 
does it purchase food 1n any store, It has been suggested that a very small tax 
be added on tobacco—cigarettes, for instance—and that the money raised be 
used in part to care for the unfortunate people falling within the above cate- 
gory. 

There is some opposition to this tax. But I wonder today if those who are 
opposed to this tax recognize just what they are opposing! It is said that the 
democratic party promised no -new taxes. That is true But conditions have 
changed since that promise was made. We are now in the same situation as 
residents of a drought stricken area, who have promised not to use water except 
for drinking purposes But should an orphanage in their midst catch fire, I am 
sure they would turn on the hose to extinguish it. 

Should two cents be added to а pack of cigarettes it would mean that you 
who smoke are giving up approximately one-tenth of each cigarette so that the 
blind, the dependent children and the needy aged may have. . not cigarettes 
or the luxuries of Ме. . but in part the necessities of life. 


Practically all these people have a member of their families in the armed 
forces, both at home and overseas. Ї am sure that they would feel much happier 
in the knowledge that the members of their families back home, who are unable 
to care for themselves, are receiving some recognition from the state govern- 
ment and from the people of the state. Many of them are serving in parts of the 
world where they see people receiving food stuffs and other necessities by the 


so-called lend-lease route . . . food stuffs which, in many cases, they have never С 


known. I imagine that many times it must occur to our boys that charity should 
begin at home. 

If there ıs in this body . . . and I am sure there is not . . . . anyone who 
believes that the blind, the dependent children and the needy aged should 
not receive this pittance they have been receiving, and who lacks the courage 

. . because of certain pressure groups .. . to vote whatever is necessary to 
eliminate or prevent this dire want in our state ... let him go back to his 
people and say to the blind frankly—‘Tt is true you bear a terrific handicap 
by being blind; it is true that you have brothers or fathers or sons fighting to 
free other countries from poverty, but we can do nothing for you . . . " and let 


„hım say to the needy aged—“You have performed a splendid service during 


your life, but time has taken its toll and those who are smoking cigarettes, and 
those who are receiving high wages at this time because of this war are not 
concerned about you ... " or let him go back and say to the dependent 
children—"I would like to help you, but because 1 must think of my own po- 
litical security I must agree with the more powerful group " 

It is the duty of anyone who feels the way I have described to go back 
to his county and tell the people frankly just how he felt about providing help 
for the unfortunate people of New Mexico. But at the same time ít is also his 
duty to make it clear to those dependent people that their Governor is op- 
posed to any reduction in the meager pittance which they are now receiving. 

In the past I have stressed the need for post-war planning. No one can tell 
just now what the needs of our state will be when this great conflict is over, 
but we can be certain that much unemployment will exist unless we start plan- 
ning now. We shold start that planning program today. 

In your deliberations, 1 suggest that you do not overlook the importance 
of the home front. While we have a war to win, civilian life and civilian economy 
are both important to winning that war Sacrifices can and will be made, but a 
strong home front is just as essential to final victory as a strong fighting front. 

There is a proper balance to be achieved between civilian economy and 
the war program, and Ї am certain that you men and women will try to find 
and maintam that balance. 

In the work you have to do, you will have my complete cooperation at all 
times. I want to work with you as closely as possible. All appointments which the 
law requires to he confirmed by the Senate become our joint responsibility and 
will be sent to you promptly. 

For the period of your deliberations, which 1 T will be the shortest 
of any regular session in our history, the people of the state will be watching 
your actions and my actions to see if we are providing the kind of leadership 
they want during war-time. They have the right to expect something above the 
ordinary. Let's give it to them. 
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